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The Parable of the Workers in the Vineyard • Jesus told parables (or stories) to help us learn about God.
• A parable is a story that teaches us what God is like. In each parable there is one person who represents God. When we find that person in the story, we can learn something about Him.
• Since Jesus is God's Son, we know that He describes God perfectly! So let's listen to the story and learn about God! • In this parable, the man who owns the vineyard represents God.
(A vineyard is a big farm where they raise grapes.) We will need to keep our eye on the Vineyard Owner to learn about God! The Vineyard Owner pays His Workers • At last it was the end of the day! Time to pay the workers! • The Vineyard Owner called to His Servant to pay the workers. He told Him to start with the last and to go to the first.
• The men who had been hired last (and had worked for about an hour) got paid enough money for working for a whole day! • When the others saw this they thought things like: "Wow! I'm going to get paid more than that! I worked longer than he did!"
Life of Jesus • But, as the others got paid, they realized that all of them were paid a whole day's wages; no matter how long they had worked! • When they saw this, the ones who had worked all day grumbled.
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God Rewards Each of Us Generously
• God is that way! He is GENEROUS! He gives and gives to us! • God loves us and wants us to be with Him always.
• God calls to each of us and invites us to come to Him.
• Rakes, Shovels, Gardening Trowels, etc.) Bring them to class on the day of the lesson. Clear off one area of the room to be designated for "The Vineyard" and have another part of the room designated as "The Marketplace." Consider making signs for those. You will also need something to "pay" the workers with in the play. Consider lollipops! During Class: Explain to the children that you are all going to "act out" the story in the lesson. Choose one child to be the Vineyard Owner, one to be His Servant, and the rest of the children will be the Workers. Put the yard working implements in the part of the room marked "The Vineyard." Have the children sit fairly close to the place marked "The Marketplace." Now tell the story, much like it is written in the lesson. Allow the children to act out the parts. Send a few children to The Marketplace at a time, to get work. When each group is hired, send them to the Vineyard to work. Let them pretend to rake, dig, etc in The Vineyard. The first child says "First!" the next child says "Next!" All the others continue to say "Next!" until you reach the last child in line, who says "Last!" Now, have everyone stand in place and TURN AROUND. Go to the child at the end (the one who said "Last!") and point out that NOW the one who was LAST is FIRST! Have the child say "First" and repeat the opposite direction. Note that the one who was FIRST is also now LAST! Switch up so that different children are on the ends of the line and repeat.
What Time is It? (Older students will enjoy making a clock face.) Before Class: Provide paper plates, brads, markers, and scissors. Provide one set of clock hands (copied on card stock or paper) for each child. Put a small hole in the center of each plate. Make a sample with 12, 3, 6, and 9 on the face of the plate. During Class: Ask the children to cut out a set of clock hands, and to draw the numbers 12, 3, 6 and 9 on the face of their plate. Use a brad to secure the clock hands to the center of the plate. Enjoy moving the clock hands around; showing the various times.
Coloring Sheet Invite the children to color the grape cluster with crayons or markers.
